
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Councillor 
 
LICENSING AND SAFETY COMMITTEE - WEDNESDAY, 16TH JANUARY 
2008 
 
I am now able to enclose, for consideration at the above meeting of the Licensing and Safety 
Committee, the following reports that were unavailable when the agenda was printed. 
 
 
Agenda No Item 

 
 
 6. Annual Review of Licence Fees  (Pages 25 - 30) 

 
  Report of the Corporate Director of Governance (enclosed).   

 
 9. Hackney Carriage Driver failing to deal properly with found property  (Pages 31 - 

34) 
 

  Report of the Corporate Director of Governance (enclosed).   
 

 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

 
Donna Hall  
Chief Executive 
 
Ruth Hawes   
Assistant Democratic Services Officer  
E-mail: ruth.hawes@chorley.gov.uk 
Tel: (01257) 515118 
Fax: (01257) 515150 
 
Distribution 
 
1. Agenda and reports to all Members of the Licensing and Safety Committee (Councillor 

Iris Smith (Chair) and Councillors Judith Boothman, Terry Brown, Magda Cullens, 
David Dickinson, Mrs Doreen Dickinson, Pat Haughton, Keith Iddon, Margaret Iddon, 
Hasina Khan, Margaret Lees, Marion Lowe, Thomas McGowan, Ralph Snape, John Walker 
and Mrs Stella Walsh for attendance.  

 
 

Town Hall 
Market Street 

Chorley 
Lancashire 

PR7 1DP 
 

14 January 2008 

 



2 

This information can be made available to you in larger print 

or on audio tape, or translated into your own language.  

Please telephone 01257 515118 to access this service. 
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Report of Meeting Date 

Corporate Director of 
Governance 

Licensing and Safety Committee 16 January 2008 

 

ANNUAL REVIEW OF LICENCE FEES 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1. To present to Members the proposed licensing fees for 2008/2009 and to inform the 
Committee of those licensing fees which we are obliged to collect as a statutory function. 

 

RECOMMENDATION(S) 

2. Members are asked to consider the report and support the proposed fees as attached. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF REPORT 

3. Licensing fees were last reviewed on 22 November 2006 when Members approved 
recommendations contained in that report. 

 
4. The purpose of this report is to underpin the financial liabilities of the Council’s licensing 

section.  In the majority of cases the services that the licensing section deliver are provided 
for by statute, where the Council may recover the reasonable cost involved in providing that 
service. 

 
5. In order that the Council can maintain the high standards of service delivery expected by 

our customers, the fees associated with the various licences where applicable will need to 
be set according to the cost of realistically delivering the service and it would be prudent to 
increase such charges by not more than 3% for this financial year. 

 
6. It is recognised that various secondary services which the section provides, have been 

delivered at a financial cost to the authority.  This report recognises this situation and 
proposes to address this issue by maintaining a minimal charge of £21.00 for the 
administration of the various licensing functions. 

 
7. It is also accepted by the licensing manager that the financial liabilities may alter in the near 

future due to impending change in the directorship of the licensing section.  Members will 
be kept informed should the financial liabilities of the section require re-addressing. 

 

CORPORATE PRIORITIES 
 

8. This report relates to the following Strategic Objectives: 
 

Put Chorley at the heart of regional 
economic development in the 
Central Lancashire sub-region 

 Develop local solutions to climate 
change.  

 

Improving equality of opportunity and 
life chances  

 Develop the Character and feel of 
Chorley as a good place to live  

 

Involving people in their communities   Ensure Chorley Borough Council is a 
performing organization  

√ 
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BACKGROUND 
 
9. Hackney Carriage and Private Hire vehicles fees have previously been reduced for 

wheelchair accessible vehicles as an incentive to operators and owner-drivers to provide 
wheelchair accessible vehicles.  It is proposed that this reduced rate is now removed from 
the licensing fees structure, in the last 12 months there have been no new vehicles 
licensed with this authority as a wheelchair accessible.  Seven hackney vehicles have 
now been added to the hackney carriage fleet which are wheelchair accessible this being 
a condition of their licence.  In the same period no representations have been received to 
the licensing section with regard to the provision of disabled facilities regarding taxi 
access. 

 
10. Members are reminded that Chorley Council has maintained a restriction to the number of 

hackney carriages that may be licensed at any one time to a number no greater than 37 
vehicles, seven of which are conditioned to be wheelchair accessible. 

 
11. In order that the existing Hackney Carriage operators may continue to enjoy the benefits 

of restricted Hackney Carriage numbers the provision of Hackney Carriage services must 
be established every 3 years.  This has normally been achieved by conducting an unmet 
demand survey, the cost of which is normally met by the Hackney Carriage operators. 

 
12. It is expected that an unmet demand survey be conducted during 2008, the cost of which 

is expected to be in the region of £9,000.00.  This amount has not been accounted for in 
the licensing budget.  Each Hackney Carriage operator has over the last 3 years repaid a 
fee of £77.00 per annum.  This was to repay an amount of £6855.00 which was the cost of 
undertaking the last unmet demand survey which took place in April 2005. 

 
13. In order that the Council is not disadvantaged in terms of budgeting control, Members are 

asked to consider that the cost of the impending unmet demand survey be attached 
proportionally to each Hackney Carriage licence fee at the next renewal of the Hackney 
Carriage licence for each of the 37 vehicles. 

 
14. The cost will be proportioned as follows:  Cost of survey and cost of administration (30 

officer hours) ÷ number of Hackney Carriages. 
 

15. In order to maintain the service levels required, it is recommended that increases in the 
fee for taxi driving licences will be broadly in line with inflation.  However it would be 
prudent to combine the separate fees for the Criminal Record Bureau (CRB), knowledge 
test and the application fee in order to reduce administrative costs, this will benefit the 
Council in respect of maximising existing resources and reduce the number of times the 
customer has to visit the Council offices. 

 
16. The licensing office has to date offered Taxi Drivers the option to take up at any time 

during the period of validity of the licence, a second taxi driving licence, for either Hackney 
or Private Hire, the principle being that it is not of the type as originally issued eg, a taxi 
driver holds a Hackney Driver licence issued in September, he then requests a Private 
Hire licence in July at a cost of £15.00.  This is then issued for a period of 12 months, 
avoiding the full licence fee and CRB checks for a further 10 months until that licence 
expires.  It is proposed that those wishing to apply to drive both Hackney Carriages and 
Private hire vehicles apply at the time of application for both licences, both licences will 
then run co-terminously, and that an extra cost of £21.00 to cover additional 
administration and the second driving licence and badge will be applied.  It is accepted 
that the initial costs and checks involved in providing a drivers licence for a Hackney 
Carriage are the same as for a Private Hire driver, and vice versa. 

 
17. At present there is clearly room to abuse the present system and this presents 

administrative problems with regards to CRB checks. 
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18. There is no proposal to adjust those fees that have been set with regards to The 
Gambling Act 2005, as the fees have not been in place for a sufficient period of time to 
evaluate against service provision. 

 
19. Members are reminded that there is no scope to adjust those fees associated with the 

Licensing Act 2003, as these are fixed by central government.  However, it is expected 
that following a government review of these charges in 2007 it is expected that some 
adjustment will be announced during 2008.  Should any changes be announced in the 
future Members will be informed as the fees associated with this statutory function are 
recognised in the Council’s budget. 

 
20. Members attention is drawn to the miscellaneous licence fees where the increase has 

been broadly kept to the rate of inflation.  However where those fees have fallen below the 
value for realistically providing the service, in that instance the minimum service delivery 
cost is applied.  This is estimated to be not less than £21.00. 

 
21. Attached proposed fees and charges from 1 April 2008. 
 
22. The proposed increases in fees must be advertised and any representations must be 

considered by this Committee. 
 
IMPLICATIONS OF REPORT 
 
23. This report has implications in the following areas and the relevant Corporate Directors’ 

comments are included: 
 

Finance √ Customer Services   
Human Resources  Equality and Diversity  
Legal  No significant implications in this 

area 
 

 
COMMENTS OF THE CORPORATE DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS TRANSFORMATION 
 
24. The Director had no further comments to make. 
 
 
 
ANDREW DOCHERTY 
CORPORATE DIRECTOR OF GOVERNANCE 
 
 
 

There are no background papers to this report. 

    

Report Author Ext Date Doc ID 

Stephen Culleton 5665 7 January 2008 LEGREP/0701LM3 
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